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I Soviet, 

reopxe's i^ollce and East German National People’s Army (NVA/H) activities in the 
Halle area. The report gives the following information: 


1. Activities and training exercises of various troop units, in brief. 

2. Equipment observed, including a description (with sketch) of four tarpaulin- 
covered vehicles towed by half-track vehicles belonging to an AA unit. 

3. Training activities, with brief descriptions of training being carried out. 

4. Rail shipment seen loaded in the Wittenberg railway station on l6 March 
1957, headed in the direction of Halle, carrying 19 SU-lOO's and three trucks, 
with troops. 

5« An apparent change in the divisional organization of the 21st Guards Mechanized 
Division, at Halle, with the removal of the AA troops from the Helde and 
Woermlitz Kasernen for Merseburg on 27 and 28 February 1957 . 
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SOVIET MD EGA ACTIVITY IN HALLE AREi 
(5 Feb - 16 March 1957) 
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PERSONNEL 


(a) I Three senior Soviet and three senior EGA 

officers drove to the Engineer Cariip on the SAA.LE Kivcro 

(b) About 500 EOA troops and 50 officers 
took pari: in an engineer? ng exercise at the SAALE camp, 
with Soviet Army supervision and co-operation. For equip- 
ment see below. 


(c) About 100 Soviet Engineer troops and 

100 voilcspoiizei (not Eqa) carried out training in bridge- 
building at BRACffivTTZ/SAALE. For equipment see below - 


(d) I I All A. A. troops except those for 

permanent barrack defence left the EEIPE Kaserne (I3S 82Cl) 
and the wOeIC^ITZ Kaseine (BS 6205) and proceeded by 
road with guns ojid vehicles to Ii/IERSEIBU RG . Sec below 

"Change of organisation" . 


Preparations are boing uiade in the ESIBE Kaserne 
for the move to the Sunuer Camp at LOSSA bet'-'-oen end-Aiarcr;' 
and mid-April. 


(f) 


Sinco this date no Engineer troops 
have been st..tionod in the HEIBE Kasome. 


25X1 

25X1 


25X1 

25X1 


25X1 


2. EQ.UIP?.iEINl 

(a) The EGA troops in 1(b) wore equipped v/ith?- 

2 officers and 

about 25 men. 

6 small armoured roconnaisscmce cars 

4 armoured personnel car.*:'icrs 

5 amjphi bi ous t aiks 

Assault boats and pontoons woro supplied by the Soviet 
Engineer troops. The EGA troops used both their o./n 
weapons and thoso lent by the Soviet troops. 

(b) The Volkspolizoi in l(c) wore equipped with their 

ovm inflatable boats. Bridge building equipment was 

sux^plied by the Soviet troops. 

(q) 12 DSL Folding bo-.ts v/oro seen in use 

during training on the SAALE. Soc belo.r "Tr lining". 

(d) 12 BA -64 reconnaissaiico c.irs belonging to the 

Soviet troops and 7 BA -64 reconnaissance c. .rs belonging 
to the EGA wore in use twice weakly in February for 
Soviot/EGA tr.dning on th^^^^i^ld alongside the 
HEIBE Kaseme. 
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Sevoral T54 Tanks (number 'ind dost in it ion 
unknown) left the WttRMLITZ Kaserno (BS 8205) and were 25X1 

loaded at AI.IEIBORF Railway Station. 


25X1 


(f) I I The AA troops locaving the wBr^ML-ITZ 25X1 

Kaseme for I^RSEBURG took thorn 4 t tarpaulin covered 

vehicles (seo sketch below) towed by half-track vehicles 
which also carried about 8-2.0 men each. 


Tarpaulin cover 



ca 8 m 




(g) The EGA AA troops in EILLE have taken over from 
the Soviet troops in the W^RffllTZ Kasorne l6 x G5 mm 

M 1959 AA guns md 4 x E-Range finders. The EGA will 
shortly also receive 100 mm. AA guns. 

(h) The HEIBE Kasv^me still his as its permanent AA 
barrack defence 12 x 122 mm. M 1955 guns and 5 Radar 
fire control installations. The control installations 
appca,r to be connected to a junction box about 

40 X 40 X 40 cm. stranding in the middle of a square 
50 X 50 m. of 4 guns. Cables run from the junction 
box to aach gun, and the guns irove simultaneously .:nd 
identically for lino nd elevation. Each gun has a 
detachment of 5 men, .mo of whom has e irphoner ind a 
microphone cup mouthpiece, while the other 4 serve the 
gun. 
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(i ) Tho following equipment was observed 

during a Soviot/EGA exercise on the BMND3ERGEH;- 


25X1 


(a) 


12 X JS3 
Machine Pistols 
Machine guns. 


I I Tho folloYiTirg equipment was observed during 

a Soviet exorcise on the BPJdyibBSPG W ; - 


4 X T54 

5 su 100 

Radar firo control vehicles 
2 wireless trucks. 


(k) 


Nights oi 


The following equipment 


was observed during aSoviet Tank and Infantry (live 
ammunition) exercise on the BRANDBERGEN : - 


Mobile soarohlights with a faint beam, v/hich, 
however, showed up the targets clearly. Tho 
be.un itself was not easily seen. 


(U 


I I Since this date 2 amphibious t inks ind 

two 6 X 6 wheolea amphibious tah^s have boon observed in 
use at the Engineer Camp on the SAiiLE River. 


(m) In the HEIBE Ease me 16 amphibious tanks and 12 

vfheeled amphibians ' havL% been seen in the storago 
sheds. 


(n) Motor-cycle and sidecar combinations have been 
observed in March in use on the Airfield alongside the 
EEIDE Kasome for live amr unit ion firing practice while 
in movement, by Soviet vand EGA troops. 

(o) In the middle of Februaiy 1957 5 heavy Y/ircless 
trucks with 15 metre high Bipolo aerials were observed 
standing outside the staff HQ, building in the HEIBE 
Kaserno . 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


TRAINING 


(a) 


I Soviet troops in detachmonts of 6 men to 

a boat wore observed on the SAALE River using 12 BSL 
folding boats. They lay with their boats vabout I 50 
metres from tho river bank and about 50 metres between 
boats. On a given signal, thc^r ran to the b.?jik, carrying 
their boats, assembled them al; speed, and launched thonio 
This movement was repe ted many times. 


(b) I I Engineer training carried out at the 

Engineer Camp on the SAALE River by EGA and Soviet troops 
jointly. For equipment see above. 


(c) I I Yolkspolizci (not EGA) carried out 

training (with Soviet help) on bridge -building at 
BRACHV/ITZ/SAALE. For equjpgmont see above. 

I 




Ah. 
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(d) 
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I I Joint infantry training of EGA and Soviet 

troops took place on the Airfield alongside the HEIDE 
Kaserne. The EGA and Soviet companies v/oro not mixed, but 
were deployed as a combined force. They used MGs, smoke 
grenades, and R/T. 


(o) 


(f) 


faily trainj.ng during February was noted on the 
Airfield being carried out by EGA and Soviet Infantry in 
^nap readirig and compass wotk. Signals troops were seen 
practieing cable laying. 


I I AA training was carried out in the barracks 

with 4 X 122 mm M 1955s and 1 Radar fire control. Similar 
training was again observed early in March, each gun having 
a detachment of 5 Dion, though change of line and elevation 
of all four guns seemed to be automatic and simultaneous. 

Sec equipment 2(h) above. 


(^) I ^ I On the ERAITDBERGEN' , 12 Soviet- manned JS^s vrere seen 

each carrying about 10 EGA Infantry, who fired -Jith IvIPs and 
MGs from the moving tanks at stationary targets in butts. 


(h) 


I On the BRAI^'DBERGEIT, 4 x T54s and 3 x SIJ 100 
carried out cA exercise with the help of Radar and W/T 
control. (lx Radar control, 2 ¥//T trucks). The tarA 3 
v^-orc camoufla,god and divided into two opposing po.irs. One 
pair stood concoAled and in dead ground, while the SU lOOs 
appeared to bo guided towards them by Radar and w/t control. 


(i) I n Night exorcises were carried out 

on the BRAIiRBERGEN by Soviet T :nios and Infantry. Mobile 
searchlights woi*o used to pick out targets. The be ims 
themselves seemed very faint, though the t?.rgets were 
shown up very clearly when the beams reached them. 


(j) I Since this date anahibious troining for 

Soviet infantry has been going on in the Engineer Corp on 
the Sx\ii.LE River. 2 amphibious t:anls:s and t .70 6 x 6 v;heeled 
amphibians have been observed, each boat carrying about 
30 men. 


(^) 57 Soviet ind EGA troops have boon observed 

carrying out training in firing v;ith live :mmunition from 
aoving motorcycle and sidoc .r combinations. 


RA.IL MOVE^'JgiT 


I 16,00 hrs A train was obser^.’-ed standing in 

Y/ITTM^BERG Railway Station, facing in the direction of MILE, 
with the follo'ving Soviet Transport s- 

19 SU 100 

I 25X1 

4 M. wagons 77ith troops . 
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CIIMGB IH SOVIET DIVISIOIT.U. ORG/JIIS./'TION AT H/iLLE 

It is bGliQVijd locallv tli-.t with tho domrturo of the 
troops from th e HEIDE and TOEMLITZ Barracks f'jr I'iDIRSEBUBG 

^ these troops -ire now rcnioV':^d from their divisional 25X1 

role tind from the coiminnd of the GuG 21 Gds Mach Division, 

HALLE, o.nd are now a p'.xrt of the ovor .11 air defence org'inis ition. 

Thoy will only have liaison with the Division on a tactic .1 basis 
in future. 



25X1 
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